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HE vastness of the difference often lying
between the natures of The Cause and
The Effect seldom is appreciated
Which sometimes Is welL If Maggie
Walsh who was and who now Is some
body known how It all began-
it Is highly probable that there would
have beea a different and perhaps a

less happy story to telL But Miss Walsh didnt know
and Mr Wilson didat know only Gum Shoe knew
and for reasons which shall appear later Gum Shoe
Is extremely chary when It comes to the telling
thereof

Mr Wilson was the new paying member of the
Joyce family He had the best front room and an
egg for breakfast every morning aad he transgressed
beyond all reason the bounds of conduct proper to
his eavlreas

He called Gum Shoe Harry my boy
This was wrong Also foolhardy Call a welter-

weight Catey to his face offer the crossing police
man a testimonial for gentleness but do not upon
penalty of creating aa enemy of a scornful virulent
breed say Harry boy to a red haired news
paper once messenger of three years unholy experi
ence aad a reputation such as wins and holds for one
the elstiagnished appellation of Gum Shoe For
while the parish register positively demonstrated that
our hero was properly labeled Harry Joyce this Is a
mere incident He was Gum Shoe to everybody save his
mother and Gum Shoe he would be and nothing else

Harry my boy said the unknowing boarder and

i

T
elsehad

my

f

1

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

Gum Shoe choking down the evening meal In bitter
silence lurched out of the flat late the well smoked
evening air dizzy with anger aid dry la the throat with
thirst for the blood of the new Mr Wllsoe

Harry my bey be splattered out oa the front
steps Harry my boy For the love o heaven why
didnt he say Clarence me dear and be dose wit it
Huh Dats wot we get fer advertisiag a nice qult
home fer a gentleman Gentleman my eye A sissy
thats wot he is A hair oil celluloid collar sissy

Having delivered himself thus Gum Shoe lighted a
cigaret and expertly shot a beam of smoke through the
hole where his front teeth once had existence and of
the COAtempt aad Indignation In the action ao man may
hope to tell In common words

Harry my boy be repeated in dazed fashion as if
the thing were incredible Wouldnt that wouldnt
that reefona yah

Thea be stepped and sat listening in disgusted
amazement

It summer and the windows of the Joyce homo
were wide open Out from the kitchen cure the sounds
of Mrs Joyce removing the traces of supper and In
company with these homely noises came Intermittent
peals of laughter female laughter The laugE of Mrs
Joyce was a thing worth going far to hear even the
sardonic sophisticated Gum Shoe ordinarily found Joy
in its cheeriness but now he felt tbat the blltheaess of
his mother was mockery of the harshest sort The new
boarder the disgustingly proper Mr Wilson was as-

sisting Mrs Joyce in wiping the dishes and telling her
about something that happened down at the store
today Mrs Joyce apparently thought the something
funny

Deh tin born Gum Shoe spat a lower step
Deh hair oil celluloid collar Listen to him conning

the old lady wHl yaps Dais deh way wid dose gicks
dey caat travel wM dell men so dey fool wid deh skirts

like dey was the real thing A lady killer eh Well
be dont fool mwh not after what he called me in

thereAnd thirst fer the gore of 3Ir Wilson grew
deeper within tile throat of Gum Shoe and all the more
did he thirst because as the world stood him at
that time he knew that the probability of obtaining
satisfactory revenge existed not upon his horizon For
Mrs Joyce bad been overjoyed t the acquisition of
Mr Wilson as a paying member of the family and
would brook BO nonsense toward kim

Its not evry day that you fled a gentleman who
can pay said she with a sigh which told of many bit
disappointments No nor every week nayther and
so Harry unless you want to briag more gray hairs
to yer poor old mothers heed ye must be nice to him
We must both be nice to him Hes payia fer home
with BS and a home weve got to make It fer him
So Harry treat him with respkt aad behave yerseif
all the time er shelp me boy 111 break yer back ye

Floe groaned GUM Shoe Fine for muh Here-
a gick comes along and faaads Me Harry my boy aad
all I CAB do is to look pleasant and act s if it tasted
good O wets deh se FBI stung teats all rm
stungSo

he slid skillfully down well worn step rail
to the walk and moved down the street Ute spirit of
a ravenous young wolf In his heart and a streak of red
in his gray Irish eyes seeking any ORe of three certain
young men who stripped within ten pounds of his
weight aad with whom the question of fistic superiority
never had been definitely settled Action for his anger
he might not have on Mr WUsoa he had decided and
the instinct of his race held true if he could sot fight

the man Ute next one would have to do
Gum Shoe would have had his fight that night by

all normal Indications It was such a night as breeds
trouble In the crowded districts The air was heav
ily warm the street was so well filled with people
that the smell of perspiration was the strongest
odor in evidence a careful pedestrian bad to keep-
a sharp eye for the babies underfoot and the green
screen doors of the saloons stemmed with the regu-
larity of ticking clocks white streaks of foam upon
the sidewalks marked toe course of too hurriedly carried
beer cans Old Man Hayes at his window croaked
41 01 tell yuh twas buhfore the Haymarket nut he died
and the three young men for whom Gum Shoe sought
were gathered at the next corner Yes Gum Shoe
should have bad his fight but fate was in a complex
mood anti ruled otherwis-

eIt was the sight of Maggie Walsh that proved
fateful ia this instance Maggie Walsh the big hearted
and great bodied neighbor but two doors removed from
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the Joyces when she ws a home which was seldom
Miss Welshs vocation being o a nature that required
long absences from the softer of ti e Walsh front
On these absences the tonne of Maggie strangely

Mile Hecra and her title from plain Miss
changed to that of Champion Lady Weight Lifter
of the World Maggie Walsh was a strong lady
But not the coaveatteaal stage strong lady was Mag-
gie for unlike some of her profession her strength did
not desert her when sire left the stage everywhere
that she west the strength of her arm and character
left Its Impress

At home site acted as sort ef assistant mother to all
the child ridden women la the block guardian to half-
a dozen small children who otherwise would have been
quite unguarded uaefScial washwoman to several fam-
ilies which otherwise would have gone quite unwashed
and general conservator of the peace of a Saturday
night when laden with strong and smelling drinks sun
dry heads of families IB the block were Inspired with-
a simple desire to beat the wives of their bosOms

Gum Shoe worshiped ber for her physical prowess
and for her ability to get along without any gentle-
man company Being of an age and type to the
opposite sex is a superfluity he despised with a
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ing too deep for words the girl
who must have a fellow
and correspondingly respected
Maggie who he knew despised
the aforesaid custom as deeply
as did himself Therefore on
this troubled nig when Mag-
gie called out his name from
the Walsh doorstep Gum Shoe

joyand
made room for himself on the-

ft doorstep by the stenpie means
l of pulling a malt boy oft by

i 3 the legs
What you grouching

Gum Shoe queried Maggie
ode grouching said

i

Gum-
S sitting down I should
say net

1 And now witness what ac-
V Inadequate incomplete force Is

f 7 fate after all unless she be

ft
f V ably abetted and assisted by

those upon whom her atten
f K r dons are bestowed For what
f would have mattered the ma

of the fate that
placed the strong lady In
the path of Gum Shoe on this
evening had not Gum Shoe
been of a kind gifted with a

i v vision capable of estab
l Hshing in one sharp blinding

4 flash a connection between
i the notable qualities of
l Walsh and the red de-

sire which burned in his Shoes bosom for
on the new boarder the Harrymyboy Mr

Wilson Naught at alL To the ordinary type of mind
such connection must be Invisible or vague at bast
To the Gum Shoe Intellect It was as obvious as the car

In the middle of the This demonstrates-
the superiority of the Gum Shoe type of mind as well
as the Importance of fate having proper material where
with to work her destinies

Gum Shoe at the sight of Maggie Walshs generous
form and the sound of her heart fined voice had oae
ray of light and he saw what he saw and at once his
brain began to work busily with an Idea And presently
he saw that it was a great idea that had come to him
and soon all was clear sad beautiful before him and he
was filled with a desire to swear from Joy

Me grouching he said instead Me grouching
I should say not I was just blue thats all I thought
you was still out of town

For this the kindly Maggie promptly knocked him
off the step and Gum Shoe came back grinning for
the beauty of his great idea was him with
each second and Maggie she who administered the
friendly cuff was to be the means to the altogether de
lectable end

met her With as out or
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How the feat was accamattGaed Is something that

only Gum Shoe himself explain presently when
the night bad grown little older and the jam en the
doorstep had thinned down to two Miss Walsh strong
lady found herself veatlng her opinions on

company lady killer and similar institutions to
an incredibly eager and appreciative audience consisting
exclusively of Gum Shoe

Miss Walshs opinions on these sebjects were of a
single nature aad ompnatlolly expressed aad tn y
caused the rapt Gam Shoe to seek with poorly con-
cealed Joy Controlling himself be cramped his legs
up under him in great comfort aatL sold cautiously

I seen one of these masher guys get pinched today
jih yak The strong lady was mildly

Ea yah Adams an Wabash Been following a
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fairy for two blocks She feat care for Slim much
doaTt waat Mm see Whoa she picks up her
skirts and goes for the L stairs Mr Mash steps p
hat off and gives her Ute eye Deli fairy soreaias and
Carney front the crossing gets B tine Job Binge
Zing Slaml Aa the fairy fats half t h deatV-

HB r
Fainted did
Sure dead
Hah strong lady snorted from the bot-

tom of her well developed hags These fainting ladles
dont make much of with me

Nopesireee-
I suppose you wouldnt never faint er scream-

er aethta if ye of these Foxy Freddies get real flossy
wit you eh O ao I suppose not

Who me demanded Miss Walsh What are
you talking about son Do you spose rm such a fool
as te faint or screens ever anything not to mention
one of those little twoforaceat things ia pants
Youre silly Id like t see myself doing that for any
man

You deat Hke men do ysfer Gums Shoes tone was
gently sneering

The strong lady laughed and patted Gum Shoe
on the heM

I like Gum Shoe said she Youre a good
kid and turn your envelope over te your mother without
opening It

Aw I mea you teat Hke xaea like most girls
does

G m Shoe Ill tell I like em to keep away
from me

Den you wouldnt Wee to have one of these lady
killers try to make hit wit you eh

Who me Why yes I would Td be to have
one try U terribly grad

Why asked Sbee In awed whispers What
ad yuh do

Well it woW depend pa the make of e brute
If he was a little fellow 14 do Ute overhead swing with
him and atnp him the nearest street cleaning
cart If he was a DIg one I gaess P6 roll him on tile
stage paveraeat I mean

Gum Shoe wriggled ia the paags of unholy joy
And If he was a nteitaw sized sissy sort of

he screamed
O tecioaiilag cart for ail lightweights replied

the strong lady yawning
Gum Shoe fell oft the stops in his agony f hap-

piness
Meg said he Mag if I badat been broken In

love In me early yout Id marry your sure
Mrs Joyce was much swrprteed and pleased at the

conduct of her son at supper next evening Gum Shoo
all that a son shouM be toward the member

of the family Once or twice he weat so far as to
whlsper something that sounded suspiciously like

Yesslr and he wound B the evening In a triumph
for his mother by suggesting that Mr Wilson accom
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pany him oa little stroll about the neighborhood

Ses ywtH be ac raved here ie ez-

pteiaed
Thank you Harry my boy

And 1H show you some swall girls You dont
want to fergit that there are some swell lookers around
here and you want to know enu x

Why er well n w Harry my boy I hardly
Aw cut that I know a ohsipeea wit the ladles

when I see one
Now Harry

Youre it Gum Same griared Mr Wilson took
the grin for nee of admiration You like them end
they dont exactly hate you Am I right Own up
new

Well I say Harry This Is
Now you an me tel a little stroll sure

And out they went and Gum Shoe carefully slowly

led Mr Wilson pest Maggie Walsh as she sat with her
arms filled with small children on a beach In the little
park and it is to be written that Maggie Walsh arrayed
In the soft white raiment of a young women a sum
mertime and mothering several strange youngsters of
various and sizes was alight calculated to create
some Impression upon even Ute most aad cal-

loused of male mankind And Mr Wilson was neither
colloused or hardened He had a tender heart in his
bosom and he was and he realized now
more and more lonely every day

That volunteered Gum Shoe thats Maggie

WalshIs it Indeed said Mr Wilson
Eh yah She lines two doers down frost us
A near neighbor then
And she was askan the other day she was askua

who was the Joyces new boardarl
Now Harry
bats right She wanted to know who you was an

all about you Yes she did oa tile square
Then followed the silence whit eorecs crises Gem

Shoe breathed ia small breaths The medal
for the great Mea was at band Would Mr ISHsoa
do his part toward the idea Would he or would be
not swallow the proffered and tempting hook

Well Harry said Mr Wilson iadulgaatly doat
you think you could arrange affairs so that the
lady may satisfy her cariosity about your new boarder

Arrange It Gem boe teagtod for two good
reasons Arrange it Why say sINs my friend you
come wit me Chats aU

That next evening is aemoraWe ht the annals of the
block for the meeting of Maggie Walsh sad ME Wil-
son True to his word Gum Shoe piloted the
boarder Sato the lair f She strong levy whist was
the Walsh slttfeg room

Maggie sl he this is me friend Mr Wilson
Mr Wilson looked at Miss Walsh Miss Walsh

looked ct Mr Wilson Mr Wilson saw that she was
eves better to look upon than be hat suspected In
fact never in his Hfe had he looked upon the face of
a woman which toW him the things that this one did
And Miss Walsh saw hew He looked at her

But Shoe had faded away with his last word
and saw this not Outside he doubled over as if

severe pain amidships
Its a shame to do It O what a shane he

chortled Wot will she do wit him whoa he begins to
get flossy What will she do O grades Bt h s
got it costua Called me Harry ay boy O setae
hes got It cotnaa all that be gets

And though Ids softer self prompted tbe fear that
ids mode of revenge possibly was creel he steeled
himself with many repetitions of the phrase that based
aad slept In peace

This is a busy world for a messenger ia tile service
of a great dally newspaper Nations AH eet and
threaten to go to war and melt up presidents are nom-
inated and elected or defeated kings die or marry or
fall to do either fortunes spring ap in a night
great names come dora in the same period pwg Usts
threaten to fight Pl tburg eoatlavds to prodoce all
Itoaatres aad Mr Roosevelt is ever busy sad it all
comes out oa the little boy ia blue who m s here and
there at the comawndc of angry men man haaaTec the
telephone and oat of the local KW for stolen

with his cigaret
It was a war this or perhaps a royal baby or

of whisk the people panted madly and the eSce
was aad needed help real helpful help at
afpfrt So they took Shoe and for the space of

dead er the ooryphee wedded or other great
disturbing event settled toe asphalt and gloom

Bad estptinese relieved here there by crucibles of
a aa burning activity of downtown at sight bad him for
its own during his waking hours and the block saw him
eaiy to the daylight when he dragged himsaif home
trim the nights work and when in the afternoon be
weat forth again refreshed after a days sleep

So of the things which took place in the block after
nightfail aad it is tier tiat the block begins to
live he knew nothing It YJS bleak space for him

as home and nslg bci ood were concerned The
hectic busyness of the affice the white heat interest
which surcharged e air ia which be moved held
hint in thrall just s i sold many stronger older and
wiser men then G IT L je He was In the same and
he played It with alt the fervor of his flerr coostitvtiea
and thus played the game gives neither time nor
energy nor desire for revenge or love or life or leant
only time nod energy and desire to be able to play

the game well and to see it to the end
Eventually the king was all events the

climax was over and Gum Shoe went hose to sleep
for fifteen boars at a stretch aad to awaken tt reaewed
interest hi the things about bint

The he thought of his conspiracy agaiasi Mr
aac promptly be went out into th night llcfcteg Ms

drops in anticipation of the feast which he kaew be
ia store for hint Straight for the sitting room of the
Walsh family he steered blind to about him
thinking oaly of the tale to be board there of Mr 1TO-

1soas discomfiture Confidently a staked Into the little
ball and knocked and waited a before entering

It was dark in the tell mid la the sitting room the
light was turned far down and out through the open

words for tie time and place But they pea
the ears of Gwa Shoe like a slap

My darling
Gum Shoe froze stiff ia iris horror The voice was

that of a woman She was apoaloiag tc a
Yes honey Gum Shoes under jaw sagged

loosely
Martin dear have yen thm ght tads thing over

you sure that yo want BM
My deer girl
And you always wffl me and wW be good

t a er
Margaret I swear that I will a good

busbaad
And isat it funny to think of it continued

Maggie Walsh to Mr Wilson after the peeper pause
that if it badat been for that little red retired Imp of

a Harry Joyce wemight never Rte met
Well bless Barry then
Yes bless him tar giving me

Bat Gum Sbee shrieked one single word
and ran away into the outer darkness

A block away he stepped before the open gre4r
wagen of Ganzcl the fried Ask max who was his
friend sometimes

Say Gauzy he demanded s rreptitio sly reaching
for a smell fried perch wets wrong wit folks
Whats wrong wit em anyhow

Some oil dean do not bring ap derv kids as dey
ahouldt replied Ganzel casually removing the perch
from the danger zone

Aw I dont mean madders I mean girls about
fellows nutty Foolish bugs Bka dies
Dey ought a have somebody t take care of eta data
wet dey ought r

Yab said Ganzel so dey oughdt Or somebody
for dem to take care off Andt eo dey do dem as are
lucky
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